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1. What is Cartotarget? 

Cartotarget is a web application that allows the creation and publication of interactive 
maps on the web from free data from the open source global Openstreetmap database and 
proprietary geodata. 

It consists of a back office and a front office. 

The back-office part allows you to:  

- Upload the map data and shape it (Layers), 
- Design attribute data presentation sheets (Datasheets) 
- Set up the look of the map (maps) 

The Front-office part is the map resulting from this setting. 
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2. Create an account 

You can create an account with your email address or using your Google account. 

2.1. Create an account with your email address 

Fill out the form on the home page https://app2.cartotarget.com/ 

 

Click the "Sign up with email" button. 

 

2.2. Create an account with your Google account 

You can also sign in with your Google account by choosing this option:  

 

Follow the steps of verifying your Google identity, right down to access to Cartotarget. 

  

https://app2.cartotarget.com/


Cartotarget: User manual 

  Page 5/30 

2.3. Check your email address 

Following the creation of your account using one of the above methods, you will receive 
an email confirming and verifying your email address. 

This verification does not condition the use of Cartotarget but we encourage you to do so 
to allow us to validate your identity. 

 

 

Click on the 'link' link in blue to confirm your address. 
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3. Quick start guide 

Use the "Quick map" feature to publish a map with just a few clicks! 

The map will be generated from your data with default settings. You'll be able to 
customize later. 

The "Quick map" feature can be accessed at any time by clicking on the "New map" button 

 

 

3.1. Select your data 

A map is made up of one or more layers of data. These layers of data can come from:  

- From your data from computer voting to Shapefile or Geojson format, 
- From a previously uploaded layer, 
- Data from Openstreetmap. 
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3.2. Load a new layer of data from your computer 

Click "Upload layer file." You can upload geographic data in the following formats:  

- Shapefile zipped. Make sure the zip file contains all the files that make up the 
shapefile. 

- Geojson. 

The file limit is 50MB. 

 

Click the "Create Map" button 

Your new map is created, and its preview opens immediately. 
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 Map settings are provided by default based on your dataset 
 The symbology of the layer is defined by default according to its geometry 
 A default project sheet has been created based on the structure of your attribute 

data 

You can then customize it by following the steps of thePersonalizing the map map. 

 

3.3. Use an existing layer in Cartotarget 

You can make a new map from a layer previously uploaded to Cartotarget by choosing the 
"Select existing layer" option. 

The same layer can be used for an unlimited number of cards. It will retain its symbology 
and associated Datasheet.  

 

 

 Tip: To use the same data with different symbologies and datasheet depending 
on the maps, duplicate the layer and then the layer of layers. 
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3.4. Use Openstreetmap data 

You can create a layer from Openstreetmap data. 

The layer or layers you create will be made up of geometry based on the tags and values 
you set. 

The layers thus created will remain synchronized with the Openstreetmap database and 
will be refreshed every 48 hours.  

To create a layer from Openstreetmap data: 

1. Choose the "OSM Data" option 
2. Select the country from which you want to extract the data. 
3. Set up the extraction area by the extent of the preview or by a polygon layer, 
4. Choose the geometry of the features you want to extract, 
5. Choose the tags and values you want to extract 
6. Create your map. 

 

3.4.1 Choosing the "OSM Data" option 

Choose the "OSM  Data" option 
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3.4.2 Choosing the area 

Select the country from which you want to extract the data. 

 

 

The technology currently used to extract OSM data is very resource-intensive and imposes 
loading times commensurnative to the size of the exports of OSM databases on which they 
are practiced. 

Also, we are now proposing the possibility of extracting data by country and region. This 
reduces extraction times. However, they can reach several minutes for domestic exports 
with large database sizes (France for example). Thank you for your patience. 

 

 Tip: Choose the smallest area covering the area of your map for the shortest 
response time. 

 Tip: For a quick test of this feature or the tags and values you want to set up, 
use a small export for a result in seconds: Kosovo and Romania are good 
candidates. 

 Tip: The list of areas is intended to be enriched as needed. If you can't find the 
area where you want to extract the data, write to us at 
contact@cartotarget.com.  

mailto:contact@cartotarget.com
mailto:contact@cartotarget.com
mailto:contact@cartotarget.com
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3.4.3 Choosing the extraction area 

Choose the extraction method. The extraction area must be in the selected country. 

To extract OSM data across a country, select it from the list and take the next step. 

 

 

To select data from a smaller right-of-way, zoom in on the affected area. The data will be 
extracted from the extent of the area visible in the preview. 

 

 

  



Cartotarget: User manual 

  Page 12/30 

To extract your data from a custom area, use a Geojson polygonthat you have prepared 
beforehand. 

 

 

3.4.4 Choosing the geometry of exported entities 

Depending on the features you want to export and the maps you want to make, you can 
extract one or more geometries from points, lines, polygons. 

If you choose the key extraction option and relationship value, geometry will vary 
depending on the objects in that relationship. 

Here's a categorization of the features you'll get based on your input settings:  

 
Source : gdal.org/drivers/vector/osm.html 

Below are some examples of exports.  
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⚫ Creating a dot layer of Kosovo bars  

 

Result: 

 



Cartotarget: User manual 

  Page 14/30 

⚫ Creating a map of secondary roads in Uganda's Kampala region 

 

Result:  

 

 Tip: Selected features are those that intersect the set-up scope. Objects that 
extend beyond this expanse are preserved. 
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⚫ Creating a layer of Buildings in the Ardèche department in France 

 

Result:  

 
 

 Tip: To select all possible values from a tag, leave the Tag Value field empty. 
The value will be automatically "*" 
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⚫ Creating a layer from relationships: mountain biking circuits in Ardèche 

 

Result:  

 
 Tip: The geometry of the layer will depend on the geometry of the objects 

contained in the relationship.  
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4. Personalizing the map 

There are three ways to customize your card via back-office: 

- The "Maps" tab allows you to set up the overall look of the map, the data it contains 
and its features. 

- The "Layers" tab that manages and sets the symbology of the layers 
- The "Datasheet" tab that allows you to set up project listings.  

 

4.1. Map customization: "Maps" tab 

The card's customization options are:  

- General settings 
o Map link 
o Map name 
o Map logo 

- User interface 
o Top headband 
o Lower headband 

- Map settings 
o Extended from the map to its opening 
o Extended maximum card allowed 

- Card funds 
- Layers making up the map 
- Map features 

o Search bar 
o Filters 
o Data visualization tools 

 

4.2. Layer customization: "Layers" tab 

Layer customization options are:  

- General settings 
- Styles of the diaper 

 

4.2.1 General settings 

o Name of layer 
o The format, geometry and descriptive data are automatically detected by 

Cartotarget 
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4.2.2 Layer style 

o Representation 
▪ By single symbol (Unique): all objects are represented by the same 

symbol. It is possible to set up  
• For points: 

o The symbol 
o Its size 
o Its colour 

• For the lines:  
o The width of the line,  
o The color of the line, 
o The opacity (Reverse of transparency) of the line 

 

 

• For polygons:  
o The width of the line,  
o The color of the line, 
o The opacity (Reverse of transparency) of the line 
o The color of the filling, 
o The opacity (Reverse of transparency) of the filling 
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▪ Classified: The symbol of objects varies according to an attribute. 
• The field (Field) on which the symbology is based 
• The symbology options are the same as before. 
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4.3. Personalization of project sheets: "Datasheet" tab 

When a new layer is uploaded, a default project sheet is automatically created. 

To create a new project sheet, click "New Datasheet" 

A project sheet is defined by a name and an associated layer. A project sheet is associated 
with a layer. The same layer can have several project sheets. 

 

4.3.1 Column setting 

⚫ Appearance of columns 

The project sheet is organized in sections. These sections can be arranged on one, two or 
three columns. 

 

The order of the sections can be changed by dragging and dropping. 

 

To create a new section, click "New section" at the bottom of the page. 

 

To remove a section click the "Remove" button to the right of the relevant section.  
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The appearance of the sections is customizable: 

- Aligning the text, 
- Static background color or depending on the value of a field 
- Margins "Spacing" Top, bottom, left and right. 

 

 Tip: You can dynamically set the color of the section's background based on the 
value of a field. So that the color varies depending on the category of features 
for example.  
To do this specify the field containing the information of the color in the 
hexadecimal format.  
This setting takes precedence over the background color set in the Background 
color field. To use this option, you'll need to format your data as follows: 

 

⚫ Column content 

The content of each column can be either: 

o Text: Shows the value of a field or a set-up static text 
o Image: Shows an image with a file name in the attribute data that has been 

uploaded to The Media. 
o Link: Shows a clickable link that will open in a new tab. The address must 

be stored in the attributes of the object. 
o List: Text presented as a smart list. The data must contain a customizable 

separator. 
o Empty: For presentation purposes, it is possible to create an empty section 

to air the presentation of the project sheet. 
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4.3.2 Text columns 

Data presented: "Pick value from." This may include: 

o a fixed text "Use static value." Provide the text to appear in the next "Static 
Value" field. 

o Attribute value. Select the field of the layer you want to display and set its 
Alias in the "Alias" field. 

⚫ Static text 

Choose the following options: 

 

Enter the desired static value here:  

 

Set up the look of the desired text via the fields below:  
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⚫ Dynamic text 

This is the value of the set-up field for the selected feature that will appear in the column. 
The previous Static Value field is not taken into account if a layer attribute is set for the 
Value field. 

 

The appearance of the text for displaying the value of the attribute is set as before. 
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⚫ Alias 

An alias can be set up for static text fields as well as dynamic text fields.  

Aliases can describe the data that will be displayed, its unit, etc. and position itself before 
it on the same line or on the top line. 

The shape of the alias is independent of the layout of the posted text.  

 

Result:  
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4.3.3 The image columns 

To view an image in a section:  

- Choose the Value image and indicate the field that contains the image file name for 
each entity in your data. 

 

- - To use this option, you will need to format your data as follows: 

 

 

- Upload the image to the Media tab 

 

 

  



Cartotarget: User manual 

  Page 26/30 

- The size of the image is set in the column options.  
o It can be fixed manually set in pixels: Image size type option - Customized 

 
The height of the image adapts proportionally to the width set so as not to 
distort it. 
 

o It can automatically adapt to the width of the datasheet and screen: Image 
size type option - Screen proportional. 
When this option is enabled, the value in the "picture  width"   field is 
not taken into account. 
 

 
 

- Your data should contain an attribute in which the name of the image file you want 
to see appeared in Datasheet  
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- Result:  

 

 

4.3.4 Link columns 

To view a clickable link in the datasheet, select the  "column  type - Link.  

 

Your data should contain an attribute containing the links you want to see: 

 

You can add an alias and set up the styles of the alias and attribute displayed as presented 
for text fields in previous paragraphs.  
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4.3.5 List columns 

To view text as a list, choose the "column type -List."     

 

Your data should contain an attribute with text and a separator that will organize it as a 
list:  

 

Result:  

 

The separator used is customizable: 
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4.3.6 Empty columns 

Empty columns have been created for presentation needs to insert spaces for example:  

 

They are configured in the same way as other types of columns. 

 

  



Cartotarget: User manual 

  Page 30/30 

5. To go further 

5.1. The colour choice tool 

There are several ways to set colors:  

- By using the slider and click on the proposed color gradient 
- By RGB values from 0 to 255 
- By HSL values in % 
- By Hexa decimal values 

To switch from one of these possibilities to the other, click on the arrows up and down 
right. 

   

 

 Tip: It is possible to color the bottom of a section based on the hexadecimal 
value of a field in the layer. See paragraph Setting up Column setting 

 

5.2. To train you 

Visit the "User Manual" tab in the Cartotarget app to download a training dataset and train 
you to reproduce the training map. 


